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coul~n't understand why it wasn't more popular. It was 
terrlble. Dreadful. Now when I taste some thing under 
adverse conditions I always wonder: is it really good 
or is it just a hot Jell-O deal. 

PISTOLS FOR TWO - COFFEE FOR ONE 

May 14, 2001 Morley Thompson 

Dueling was almost unknown in Colonial America. 
The "Code Duello" came to North America with the 
European officers who served in our revolutionary war. 
Dueling was illegal in most states but, particularly in 
the South, continued as a practice among gentlemen, up 
to the time of the Civil War. The list of duelists is 
a long one including Andrew Jackson, Henry Clay, John 
Randolph, Aaron Burr and Alexander Hamilton. Alexander 
Hamilton's son, Philip, also died in a duel. 

Dueling was like the spitball in the Major Leagues 
today; it is illegal but said to be popular in the 
National League. Dueling was the gentlemen's code and 
it was about your honor, your family name and 
reputation. A challenge from a gentleman had to be 
answered to retain your honor and such a duty was in a 
gentleman's eye "above the law". Some said a duel was 
the "condiment of life". Ben Johnson said, "Dueling is 
whenever any gentleman possessing arms thinks he is 
honor bound to embrace the bearing of another without 
questioning the cause or asking the least color of 
reason". Lord Chesterfield said a gentleman had to be 
exceptionally polite or be good with the sword. 

Duels or interviews, as they were called, were 
much discussed but given no public notice. It was like 
the parlor gossip of how many proposals of marriage a 
young belle had received. An exception would be Samuel 
Clement's 1864 challenge of his publisher. Duels were 
usually held at sunrise. Because they were both 
newspapermen it was set for 9:00 a.m. Another unusual 
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feature was that c' .e·· 'oe=: -=-=::.== ~~ ~.::- -=e::-~, 

Fortunately, the S e !":.== .: ::.:.=:::::. ___ _-:';a::a a!"ri ed 
just in time. Had e ::0= = - -::--- ::.:-2.:::- :::a--e ::ea!"d f 
Mark Twain, who gave s ;:.::- :...::-=.=-=-- = ~ :a· ... e!", 
General Grant's Memo irs a::::.::' ~ ::..::.= s 7::: s a:.-s _:: ::::-~:'s :"an 
Science - listed in or ee.::- _= -~=~~=~ . 

No duel is as we _ :::-~-=--~=:::. :::::- ::==::::.:.:::e~ as 1: e 
duel on July 11, 18 0 4 ::'r: --=:.2:.:. _==- . - _':-2.:::-s:!~ . . :'r,a 
was the day when the s i-=-=::.=: -~=: ==:£~=e=-= ~= -=~e 
United States, Colone ~~~ ~~-= ~~~-= ~= =~::--=a:: 
wounded the former Sec _e=a=:- == -:"::'2. -:~:":::":'=-:' a:-. j :. .e 
leader of the rival Fede:::-a=..:.::: ;===:.- :::.=.::::-a: ,~-=-exa.."1der 
Hamilton. Think of it as ~~ ~=== __ ~= =::~e::
secretary of the Treas ' =-.!' ==-- ~ ~ -.=.::-. ~::== =e-a::ded 
an explanation or apo _J' === a ;-=.=::a:. -:::. a::::-..:sa:.:. :: 
against his character and ::~--==-=== -=- - _=_:: , 
Hamilton made no such arne as __ _ .::.::==- "==:' :~!"" .... 'ard . 

That duel has been weI 
song for almost 200 years. ~~a-= ~_~: ~s -=~e -=~~~ 

three major books in the las 
new news that brings the due 

:. ... "I~ -:.=..=S.. ... --=-=. :: :. 5 :. [: e 

The pistols for a due l are ==~:::-:.:.=:::. !::' :.::e ::-.a!1 
challenged - in this case Ha :..:. :.-::. , ~=--:.:.~:: 8~~ed i s 
own set of dueling pistols b =e :::-=== =::::- :'a::-ger 
pistols owned by his brother- ' r: - :a-- .:-::::.::. 3a~<e!" rch . 
Those pistols were owned and ':'d~== :...- :. .... e _::·..:!"c: 
family until 1930, when they were s_::: =:.' ::::::..::::- ..... :: ' s 
great grand - daughter to Chase Ma~:~-=-=a::::. ~=-~ : :::- ~cs 
Museum of Americana. Ironica l y, 3~ '~s :.::e: . der 
of the Manhattan Company, which, · ... ·:::.=..e ::::a:::-:.e:::-ed as a 
water company, had by Burr's inse!":.::::: :.::: a~Q :. :.i a _ 
right to discount notes, In 18 04, c~ :.::g .as s _e_y 
the discounting of notes. This :::.:::.e::~e= ~~:. by the 
New York Legislature ended tha t ::G::::~':''' -: _::..2.exa...,der 
Hamilton's Bank of New York, a nd g' r!:- ' s-· ·a:.er c .oa y 
eventually became Chase Manhatt a n ~~ . 

At the time of our Bicenten ~a: ~:: 
-- - I 

-,a id 
Rockefeller, then Chairman of Chase y~-~===~ 3~~, 
permitted the U. S. Bicentennial S c:.e:.·.· :.:::: :::a:<e 
duplicates of the pistols. The d :. a:.es a!"e .. ere 
tonight, at the Secretary's desk. : ~ :?-5 ~~e. he 
armorer of the Metropolitan Muse u pe::e:::: =~e ~~~S for 
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the first time in order to make copies, he discovered 
that the guns used in the duel had concealed hairspring 
triggers, triggers that if set and only if set allowed 
that pistol to fire faster. Those pistols were made by 
Wogdon, a British manufacturer; their concealed 
triggers - also called hair triggers - required only a 
1/2 pound pull versus the 12 pound pull of regular 
pistol triggers. 

Dueling pistols were all smooth bore. Dueling 
pistols permitted no rifling, and without rifling the 
guns were accurate for only ten paces. 

The dueling code required the pistols to be 
identical. The Church pistols had not only concealed 
hairspring triggers, but also two sights for greater 
accuracy and extra weights for greater stability. The 
pistols were the maximum length agreed on by the 
seconds - 11 inches - and the guns fired an unusually 
large .54 caliber ball that is over 1/2 inch in 
diameter. World War II machine guns were only .50 
caliber. The biggest pistol sold today is called the 
Raging Bull, with an 8 3 / 8-inch barrel and a .45 
caliber bullet. Clint Eastwood starring in the film 
"44 Magnum", c l aimed that was the largest pistol. 

The pistols Hamilton chose were made for killing. 
Neither Hamilton nor his second, Pendleton, told Burr 
or his second, Van Ness, of the existence of the 
concealed hair trigger which had to be set to operate. 
Van Ness said Hamilton fired first, which would be 
consistent with Hamilton setting his quick firing 
trigger or Van Ness trying to put Burr in the best 
possible light to avoid a murder charge. Pendleton 
later wrote that Hamilton declined Pendleton's offer to 
set the hair spring trigger, saying "Not this time", 
perhaps to claim that he took no advantage, or perhaps 
because he wanted to set the hairspring triggers 
himself. The setting required only a slight 
undetectable forward pressure on the trigger. 

Pendleton said Burr fired first, a direct 
contradiction of Van Ness, but we know both men fired. 
The statements of both seconds, published days later, 
were written to place their principals in the best 
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light; you would cor.c~~~= 
duel . 

-- ---- - :'::e sa e 

With the use of ~~==:==== ~==== ---~ =~:sge~ 
pistols it becomes d~= =~_~= == ~===~ =_ =~= _~e _ ~~g 
site at Weehawken a s a =~=:~ == ~====_ -- ~~a~s 
described Hamilton as === -~=~ =~:= -= a :C~==lS 
peddler, but if he en=e=e~ =~= =~=:~ ~= =~~ = w~= h a 
concealed undisclos ed a~.~=:== ~~ ~=~ ~= , ~a-: _ L 
was not only a bastar - =: . .:::-=--= . 

Burr, who oft e !;~as==~ ~ -:.:..:::~::: ___ <::._ ::e was 
handy with pistol s, p~a=~~ce= -~~= ===.e=~ ~ ~a : ?is to s 
before the duel. Ha .. : :.= ::. ::.:.~ ::.:::. :-~a=:':,-e. 
may never before ha e ::~e~ a 
trigger. 

.-~=:: a se = :.air 

Hair spring pi s= _s -=.: <::. ~= ===e== -ec~~~~s . 
that if set fires fas=e= ' ~::a~e :.~=~= ~s a = =~a 
eliminates friction 5 :.::e =:.:.=~ s:.::-~~:es :.::e s :.ee: 
sooner giving a fa s e!"" ~a!":" a=~ :. .. ":::2: ve::s =~e oa 
sooner. If you we re =0 S= ~= a ~~s=:::~ .~=~ a ~a~r
trigger set, when you :'0' 'e= :-.~::.= ;;~5==:' ==0= =~e 
perpendicular pos it~ ~ = .~~~ a= ~;~-=e== 

need to fire it lower _ .. <::. ~::. -="a~::' arc :.!':a: . ~ c 

were to fire a pis tol ~_ c= a s=a=~r::' = r~gger. s 9 a 
regular pistol, you c ~~ .. ::.~~ ==e ==~gger ear_ier and 
it would not fire u c ~ :. ~a=er , a= .~~:::~ =~ . e he gun 
could be pointed a t c~e 0 ~e==. 

A week before t e due :' 
and Burr sat next to eac .. f 

ton 

Cincinnati dinner a t ~ra ~ es :'a,,·e~. ~a~:":=. at e r 
told Pendleton tha t e w . :' d = =eg~ =~e =irsc =ire a nd 
with this Hamilton bega. p s=~re ~:- e :': as L e 
wounded party; but , , ~a=::' = = a.peared as 
a man preparing t o f:' !"e :'c:':'. "ee=a·",,~e .. L at 
morning, Hamilton pracL~ ed : ~e~~~g ~~S p~sc 
r epeatedly taking a i ac 3 '· .,....... ~e ::z;.::'=eo. ~r.e 

proceedings so he c o a c~ea:. ~~s ;~asses ~~d ad ' s e e d 
his stance to avoid L .e _ :'a~e ::: ==e 5·...:..::. ::a .. : _ 0 was 
provoking a duel, not :a :::' ::.a:::=; a ··~:.::::i!'a·""a :' . 
Re gardless of the many ::e~=~es :::7e~ ==e years abo t 
whether Hamilton intended == ~~:: :~~. ~a=~ : on' s 
finger was on the t rigger ~~d ~e a~-e~ =~S _ ~stol at 
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Burr and he fired. He did not do what is called a 
"delope " and fire in the air. 

The Code Duello requires that if you are not going 
to fire, you do not appear at the dueling ground. 
Pendleton later found Hamilton's shot in a tree limb 6 
feet over Burr's head. Perhaps the miss was due to 
Hamilton not realizing how fast the hair trigger 
worked. Burr fired and he hit Hamilton in the abdomen 
with the .54 caliber bullet. Hamilton died 31 hours 
later, having suffered much pain dulled only slightly 
by the use of morphine. 

It is just as well that he lingered. A Scottish 
Presbyterian minister was first summoned but he denied 
admission claiming no private communion was allowed 
except on Sunday. It took two later visits by 
Episcopal Bishop Benjamin Moore - President of King's 
College, now Columbia University - before Hamilton was 
received into the Anglican Church. Moore first turned 
him down because he was opposed to dueling. I assume 
the change was spiritual and not temporal. But with 
Episcopalians you never know. In 1804 there was no 
"Bapti sm by Desire" . The Episcopalian congregation was 
mostly Tory, which was politically incorrect, and that 
perhaps accounts for the Episcopal Church being 
Hamilton's second choice. 

The consequences were far different than Burr had 
imagined. This killing was not to be regarded as a 
private affair. Burr was indicted for murder in New 
York and New Jersey and had to flee first to 
Philadelphia and later to Washington D.C. to avoid 
prosecution. New York City declared a day of mourning; 
every military unit including the artillery passed in a 
solemn procession from Church's house at 25 Robinson 
Street to Trinity Church yard. The nation has never 
witnessed such an outpouring of grief except for the 
funerals of Lincoln and Huey Long. The orations 
carefully omitted mention of Hamilton's birth or his 
domestic life. Grovenor Morris, speaking with a broken 
heart in his oration, declared "We lost the father of 
our country 4 years ago and now we have lost his only 
son". Every warship in the harbor fired salutes. The 
Morning Post said grief at the church was so great they 
thought the marble would melt. 



Hamilton, who 
a pedestal and h is 
bill. 

. a - bee:: -- ---:l. _::::. ____ ~ 

Burr's meteor ic :::.=:.~:::.: ::::.=:e~ '-::'S -;e~ , ... ·:.'=h a 
single shot I but he res~ "-e~ ==-=-5 ::-..:.~:es as . ~ e 
President. Jefferson a:::"~- -e"':' :::...:.= =:::: ::.;:-e :. ~ :::-=a."!.c 

n 
ar 

appointments, part ie a2:"::"Y':'::' ___ ::.e-.- :.::.s.:.a..-:a 
Territory, either as a ~e-~~ -~~ s=::::::::=:.::.g ~a~:.::"= or 
to enlist his help i ~=e :.~~:::.::~-:== =~:.a: : 
Federalist Judge Sa e_ ~~;:se ::::~ -~== -

As Vice Pres ide~= , 3~-= ~~es=-~e~ =~= =a__ er 
Chase's trial in t he SQ-;:=e _ ~:.:~qe ~~;:se ~:::.s a 
Federalist who wou_d ::. = :::.::= - _e-::::::::~:::'=5 ~ ~=~er 
lower type people " i: se:::--e _= :::. ::-.:..:=-:- :.= ==-=-5 ..... . .... -
Chase, never at a _ ss ===- - _==..s =-==:"=..:!:'"e= - -::e:: 3:..:~y 
presided over h i s ~~a: ~~= ~= -~: =~e =~~s~ =~~e a 
murderer was on the ce::=:::: =-==- :. :.-~=: --as :..::. =::e box. 

Luther Martin, wn ~--~::::~ s::::=e~ - ~5 ==e ~esi: 
trial lawyer in the a=:.::= ~e=:=~ei -=:::'5e_ ~e ~ ~ b 
successfully accusing L~e :~es.:.~e== ~= =~e ~~.:.=eci 
States, Thomas Jeffers = ::::= =:::-_-:.::~ = ~ ie5=~o: =:-:e 
Supreme Court. At a a=e~ =~:.:::.: ~5: a-~~~:.s:-:ed 
Martin for prostitut ' 9 :::..:.. -~:-= =:- =e:.=g :.== x: aloe in 
his court. Martin a s' -ere:: ~__ S:2.j-:::g =:_e"" " i e 
that he prostituted hi,c::e:= . =5 -·::::e::. ::::e de=er:ded "yo r 
honor" and Aaron Burr. ..:= == =::::e ~:.:~:::e ' s neari. g 
Martin added, "No two ~e:::.=e:::- :::-:::.s:::::._s ~-;e~ ex:'s-e· " . 

Why did such a due::" 27e:::- =;: -_= ~::..~::::=? cy 
Adams summed it up 2 0 ye~s ::::.=e:::- =:-. - ... ·::::2:"'"'5 , 
"Hamilton's ambition " . Ha-- :==::. =::: -..:.::"~ ::::3o-;e 3."00::" g ' zed 
as he had done with Burr c~=_~a _ =:.:~ ~---:~;~ c d 
not keep his politica _ 5~=~::= ~~ =::::::.=:.::.~e = back 
away from the frequen t c::a!""~e5 ::.= ::..=-.-=::..=~ ~= 3~~r. He 
finally had to defend _5 - -::: ~::.s :::!"" ~:. -;= :.:~ :::.s c21a ce 
to continue to head t e ?e~e~::".:.s= ?a..:--=:--

Both men were m c:_ a::.::e . 3::== - -=~e :; ' -
handsome, well educaceci - ::::::.. ---:..::::. :.=~ ?:::-:.:: ... e= - Both 
were lawyers; both were pa=~:. -=:; ==== --=~e __ . 
Colonels in the Revol ci~= a.=~ ~e:~ .:.==~==a..-:~ 0 scs in 
the new Government - B r2:" a 5e:::::.=::::- :.=:: -::.c::: ?!:-esident ; 
Hamilton Secretary of e :-~e:::'5:':=-; ~~ ==e a:- ~itect of 
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the nation's financial structure. Some place Hamilton 
on a par with Washington in his importance to the 
nation. Both Burr and Hamilton were spendthrifts. 
Both were also notorious womanizers. Despite their 
similarities and despite Professor Rostrof's 
description of a fatal friendship, it was not a 
friendship; rather it was a confluence of hate, 
professional rivalry and simple jealousy. 

Henry Adams and Roger Kennedy speculated that the 
duel was Hamilton's death wish. Tom Fleming argues the 
duel was to prove Burr was the better soldier and would 
be the best to lead the new Western nation when it 
would split from the Eastern United States. 

Burr's father and maternal grandfather were 
Presidents of the College of New Jersey, a Calvinish 
bastion later re-named Princeton. Burr's father had a 
sense of humor, an interest in music, and an openness 
to new ideas, traits not usually found at Princeton. 
Burr's maternal grandfather, Jonathan Edward, was the 
leading theologian of the day. Burr's family was one 
of America's premiere families. Adams told Jefferson 
the name Burr was worth 100,000 votes. Burr was always 
the American aristocrat that Hamilton wished to be. 

In contrast, Hamilton was a waif born out of 
wedlock on the island of Nevis; his mother, Rachel, was 
imprisoned for adultery. A Presbyterian minister on 
St. Croix paid for Hamilton's schooling. Hamilton's 
application to Princeton was rejected perhaps, as 
Hamilton later unfairly suspected, due to the hand of 
the Burrs. 

The conflict between Hamilton and Burr began 
earl y. Hamilton was an officer on Washington's staff 
despite very limited field experience; Burr was a hero 
who had marched to Quebec. Burr later joined the staff 
and was in a position to displace Hamilton as a 
Washington favorite. After the war, Burr defeated 
Hamilton's father-in-law, Gene r a l Schlyer, for the U.S. 
Senate. 

Burr, as Hamilton's rival, formed Tammany Hall to 
defeat Hamilton's Federalist Party, which it did in 
1800. Burr would meet with Tammany Hall leaders but 



never go to the Hal !:"" ~ s=:.= --- - - -=-=e- ='::'e 
street. Prior to 8 a=::. -:-=---:- =-=.__ "'::-e::::e:::-s
never carried any sta~e ==~~ == ~~-:~~~a. 

To help indiv ' d~a::'s --~~ _ -- ~~~k :::-e~~~~e~e L 

for a net worth of 6 ~ =~=:::- ~~ 7 ~e . 3~~:::- : - ed 
"tontines" . Twe lve oe""-::'e - _~::. 5=: ==:.=::. "~:.:. ::';:i o ' r ase 
in common a $600 pie- e - ~ :;:~=;:-==-=-:- ==:.~::::,e ::'~s~ed as 
owner of that $6 00 p:'e e _= :;:~e=-=:- a..::::: :::::'e:::-e y 
dramatically increase -~Q -==~= ~::s = ~ =~e 
Democratic party. 

Hamilton, t o a o~c ~~~~ :~=: a5s~~eci ~c~a~ 

names to men in his c .... ~=:::::-~===::e - ..-~::;-:: ' C e .. a e 
was Brutus; Robert :...= ==-== . aE~=-c,:: ;,,'as 
Crater; Burr was S a·":,,-..,:E~::' =-...:..-.-=- ~!::: ... :.= . 3:.:~~ a d 
Hamilton went t o the s:-~ :;:~e:;: _ s=~_=~ =~:::- ~:~~~e~ ~ , 
Elizabethtown Acade . , . -.::e~e ::....::e~~ - _=:.5 s:..==:._ e=-~cat. _ n 
taught both men abo - = ::.~~_-= - --- ~- · ~s --~ ~ 
death for incest. w e:: ~_-= =-== ==~ :=-=.=-= ~ -: .-ew 
York in 1804, Hami lt =~--- ==- :::..:..- =-='_~:: :::::'e s::a::e , 
accusing Burr of bei 9 a ==:::..::'--e a..::::: :..===:.~~_e ; 
handling public money. =:- - ::.~~ -~:- =:.~e= ~~L ~ 

woman was safe in the s:::::-ee::S . ::'e= =-=-~ -"3.5 ~= t. '..r.1. 

Burr ignored the charges =-~ =~=- =~:: - __ - ~s~ 
politics". 

Hamil ton later sai - ___ - -~ ::..:.~ a..:: e--e_ :-, re 
despicable trait, one .... -::::..~ :::.: = -::.= =::::::: :::-eoea~ :. __ 
public. Burr remembere' ~:~ _::~ a..::= :::::.-~c~~ ~e 
implied incest with h ' s ~~=~=== ~'::=~=~5~~. ~~ac 
charge of Hamilton was ~e~=~==~ ~:: ~ ~e~ pa~L a d 
was reported in the Alba::::~- ?.e=~_"::' _ -=::..=.:: =e"'-5 ar;:i e 
prompted Burr's chal lenge . =~~: ~~~==e~ ~~eod s i a 
was his pride and joy, ~ ~e ____ = ~:::e~:::' ~~s=~~ W 0 

later became governor : Sc~~ ~_:~ a=~ ::~e 
of Aaron Burr Alston . 

As to the desp icab:e =~= ~-==e-- ~ac~s8~ sa_ 
if he were r;urr he wo d =.a--e :=-=:: =:-- :::::= ~= t.~e spo t 
and not have waited for a ~~e: _ := s~::~~ ~e =~::ed 
that Jackson fough t 2 ____ ~ ~e= ~_ ~=e - : N:' -
two bullets still in 

Burr was look ing f r a 
York Gubernatorial e e L~~~ . - :. -

_ 8S:: :: e 
~e ~~ se 

ew 
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again by Jefferson for Vice President. Jefferson tied 
with Burr in l800 for the Presidency and it required 36 
ballots in the House before Jefferson was elected. 
Jefferson personally wrote the Twelfth Amendment so 
that a President and a Vice President would never tie 
again. Virginia was the leading state in the sale of 
slaves. A Virginian's cash crop was not cotton; 
rather, Virginians sold slaves to the growers of 
cotton. Jefferson was first of all a p o litician and 
his Virginia constituency would not tolerate Jefferson 
choosing Burr for a Vice President who was now trying 
to abolish slavery in New York State. 

I believe the two men just plain hated each other 
and Burr found the excuse he was seeking. With Burr's 
one shot, both of Jefferson's adversaries were removed 
and the Nation remained in the hands of a virginian f or 
another 20 years. 

Another possibility is a complication brought 
about because Hamilton was an admitted adulterer. His 
affair with Mrs. Reynolds resulted in a public 
confession of adultery to avoid impeachment. Mr. 
Reynolds used his wife's sexual favor s to attempt to 
obtain knowledge of when the US Treasury would redeem 
Veterans Script at par. She was the Denise Rich of the 
19 th century. When the scandal was made public, 
Congress considered Hamilton's impeachment. Hamilton 
questioned the honor of then - Senator James Monroe who 
conducted the inquiry and Monroe responded by 
challenging Hamilton to a duel. Monroe's second was to 
be Aaron Burr. The challenge was settled peacefully. 
The charges were settled by Hamilton's public admission 
of adultery. President Jefferson said it was the first 
time a man had admitted one crime in order to be 
absolved in another. Hamilton's personal life was such 
a scandal that President John Adams, a fellow 
Federalist, said Hamilton was a fornicator, adulterer 
and guilty of incest. On a lighter side, when Martha 
Washington resided in Valley Forge, she re - named h e r 
over - sexed Tomcat "Hamilton". The Reynolds affair is 
clouded by Mrs. Reynolds' use of Aaron Burr as her 
lawyer. Did Burr perhaps entrap Hamilton by using Mrs. 
Reynolds? 
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What is re levan~ ::e~e :.s ::.::::: ::":'s ::.==::.':'::- -'''- :.:::: .·~rs . - - . 
Reynolds but rather ~::a~ -=::--:.. :::::=. -=.s ::~e:::. .c::.' 
President Adams wi th :.=~e:;= -r:. -=-= ;'~=~::.::a. :::::::~~:e~ 
Church. Angela was ~?--::::::= s -~ =e s s:.s::e~ a::.d ~ne 
wife of John Baker ~~-~ -- ~~_~e= ~=e ?~s~ ~ s f r 
the duel. 

Hamilton was Chur:::::: ' s :..=.-~-e~ ::::::::;::.=:.:"'''''-~ 3:!d :rie d 
but Church was a wea::' ~::::: =-::::~=-ea.::' _ ~e =::'ed S::g~a: _d 
unde r a cloud. Ha i :.. :: ... =. -=.s - -;:::. -: :2:.:.:..::-:::::: --as :: -
brilliant, witty, ha::.ds~= , a.==~~::':'S=e~ - ~~d perhaps 
too often Church's ·':':e -;::::e ::..:.=. . 'e:':" a' -are :::._ a1: e wa s 
inferior to his br 1:=:e::--:..::-:"a--. ~:.::~::' 'as a 
constant visitor t ::::e :2:.:.:==:: ::::::;:..:.se :.:: _-e" 'f r;c ':'cy, 
while Church gamb eci -.-e~- :a.::e =::::;:.:.;:- ~g=-~s a · ... ·ee:<, and 
Hamilton only j oi e .:::.s __ --:.::e _ ::=e ::::::::;:.:.:: ::~ 

weekends. 

When you l ook a:: .!.::==:~::=. S ~::~~=.~ ~ z', _ ~:1e at 
the Huntington Ll' bre'#.- ----. -• . -- ~ :.---- .. -Q s~Q . 'as a , - - -~- ---- ---- ---"... 
handsome woman a nd =a~ =e :===:::=~7e =~~~ :::er sister 
Elizabeth Hamilton. ~~=~~:.::::. :::-~::::: --=~:: be 'escribed 
as fast or, more c a::-:.:::::...::_-- :.E ==-e:::;a::-:.~:.:s. S_ e 
married Church whe n =~:.:= --::::~~ ;~e=_a=::. hnoe_ ' ca 
flirted wi th John a:i- a::.::' ~=-::--s- ':::-e~=e~s,,-,:: :.._.J ?ar' s. 
Whe n Hamilton wrote :: _-..:::-e::..::=.:..:: :"::::::::i:::::: aa.-.-isi g her 
to avoid becoming ~::-;-:'7e - --:. :::.:: ;::-:.:::::s a..-:d ':':1stead 
suggesting she c ho se a Se::::::-e::a.::-.- = :: ::::e :"~eas ry, she 
replied "I will re "':.:~ ::~ _--er:.::;- :.= -'e ~-: be 
togethe r . " 

At a ball Ange::' ::'ca ......:::-~== _::s:: ::::e ',; _er 
slipper. Her sister Car:'a ::.=~e::: :.:: :.:p ~-:d p_aced in 
on Hamilton's lape l, sa:-=-== ::::"...:i: -:- :.: a :.c-::'gh- " . "Of 
what rank?" Hami lto. as: e::' :.=:::' ~:::'e a::.s· ..... e~ · ..... as "of the 
gart e r Angelica, of ~se _ ~:--~~-:: .as o~_y 

interested in one ~ M-~e:":.==. · s =:::..::::.re:: a::.d n stantly 
asked after that da ~g:::.e~ . ::='~::::-:.::e ::::: ~~-::. 

We know Genera~ S~::::-:'=.r ;"-==.~:.:::a. ' 5 =a~:-:'er, 
intervened with Ange:':.:::=. - == =.:: ::=.-_ - :::::: ?~e-.re._L a 
public scandal a b t.:= =.=-- ::::::::: _ --2:::'::: :::::;~ co ... · :. = the 
relationship was au:.::::e=-=--= =-_:: --: :::::: :c: _. ::::e 9 ssip 
and the relations~~~ :~;= =-=.=~:: - =.=~:.::~ ~-:- a C ors 
speculating f or 2v: '.-:~ - =:==:=..-..:.=. :..a:"~~:"'e , c: e 
architect, sa id Ha~:..:'::~= :::.::::= :::::.~::::::. =rc= ~he bed of 
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his friend's wife without a hint of remorse. Did 
Church hear John Be ckly when he called Hamilton a 
double adulterer, as a husband feel he had been 
cuckolded and hence the loan of the trick pistols? 

The Hamilton family destroyed and al t ere d much o f 
the evidence of Hamilton's friendship with Angelica 
Church . His wife Elizabeth Schyler Hamilton spent the 
next 48 year s afte r the due l enhancing and preserving 
her late husband's reputation. 

Church didn't provoke the duel between Burr and 
Hamilton but supplied the pistols possibly without 
instruc tion as to how a hair trigger fired. If the 
trigger was set and pulled before being on target, 
Hamilton, not knowing how fast a hair trigger pistol 
would fire, may have been the object of a booby- trap 
set by Church. 

My conclusion is that Hamilton knowingly brought 
to We ehawken pistols wi th c on c eale d hair triggers and 
set his hair trigge r to ga i n an adv antage. His f inger 
was on the trigger bu t he just didn't realize the 
sensitivity of a "ha ir trigger " so he fired too early 
in the pistol 's descent . He may no t even have r e alized 
he had fire d. He sa i d to the b oatman after the duel 
"That pisto l i s st i l l loaded". His apologists said it 
was a reflex act i on . If the trigger were not set he 
would have had a 12 - pound pul l to fire and that is not 
a r eflex a ction . With a regu l ar tr i gger, his shot 
would not hav e gone high ov e r Burr 's head. I conclude 
that Hamilton sought an u n fai r adv antage and the family 
covered i t up. With the pistols hidden, only the 
family knew of the hair triggers until 1976. 

It was Yale President Timothy Dwight, Burr's first 
cousin, who later in a sermon did more than all the 
state laws to end dueling. The Yale undergraduates 
called him the Pope; he was the head of what was then 
the Vatican of male bonding. 

Burr mellowed as he aged. When Chance l lor Kent 
saw Burr on the street, he admonished him, "You are a 
scoundrel Sir, a scoundrel!" Once that epithet would 
have led to pistols at ten paces. Burr, now in his 
sixties, doffed his hat, bowed and said "The opinions 



of the Chancellor a~e ~ 
consideration". 

--- - - - -- -- -- - - - -

On July 1, 1833 , ~~ a~ -=~~=~ ==e -- ~~e 

ladies in perpetua .a~=~~ =-~ a~ ~e= 
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mansion in Harlem He:.::;:~s . ===e ~ -a5:::.=g:. n ' s 
headquarters, is n w a _ a= ::=- :=~ee= ~~j 
Edgecliff Avenue. :-::e , .a.":=-=- :::..=.::: ':'e:: -=-"!' ::..:. ':e5 a:-:d 
known both Hamilto a::c ~-~~ ~ e=-=:~e= ::"::':.-5. ':::e was 
born out of wedlock , ~:sa ~_::: ~~~ ~= :~~~ s::e was 
the wealthiest wo ar. ~~ ~-=~~=: . =~e = ::_.e~ ~er 
mother's professio Oec~---~ ~ :~-~ -a-e':"5 ~:'SL~ess 
for four years. She .... ~e=e::::e:: s:::e ' -as ..:-;:.::- ~~:::i. :eared 
she would go to he __ -:.: ::.:::: -=~:.e~ , _;-e: , a very 
wealthy wine mercha~:: , =::.~ec _ =e e:.ec :.= : 8 32 w: e 
someone pushed his w~ee:c~:.= c == ~=e ~~=c~ . 

Perhaps you re __ ~ze :.::e ::.a-e ~::"S::i 3~c·..w.: r i 
from Gertrude At herc. :: ' s ::. --e::" , :-::e'-.... =~...:e= =s " . 
Atherton wrote thac ::=e ~e: ' 85 ::::e =es~:~ c 

Hamilton's spurn i 9 ~:sa ~= :: : ~ . ~~~er~o~ ~~ 
Elsa asked Burr to c~a::e=~e ~~--:::- ::. ~~' ~:sa 

Hamilton her finger w~::..::.. be :: =::e -~igger a d 
thought will be of e!". ::::5:'5 -;:.,. age A erto, a 
poor historian but an :'nc ==:'g:" _e r a tic, 

Burr's marr iage as ed ,e year . She charged him, 
then 78, with adul ery ~i- d · erse females. Burr 
l ived a life of a y ~g an a d died as late as he 
could - at 80. B rr was b ried at Princeton; his body 
was later moved to a .. un arked grave to avoid 
desecration. 

Burr acknowledged :0 r bas ards, exc ding the law 
clerk that John Qui c Ada s said c resembled Burr 
in direct manne r and esoe ~a:: oers na _ikeness. 
Burr was so vili fied cna:: ~c ac~;ow edgme t of that 
son, the "Magician :: tC: ... der:-: :< "' , w ~ d . a e made it 
impossible for hi , ~·!ar- :._, .:~~ 3:..:re:: , - beco e the 
eighth President of ~e -~~::ed S::a::es. ,arch of 
last Year The Aaro 3 " y-r _......s5cc:.a:::. c ::. as:<ed ':"he ational 
Park Service to tes:: ~_7-. = , 3~:':: -:a:_ 3 reo . e 
M.::Irt; n V.::In 'Rllrpn . - 0- :: ~::>-:-- -:' s -:.:.p _ _ r~eci cha-
request. As the po e= sa~d , := a:.:: ' = ~¥er ' cil ~t's 
over" . 




